STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LARRY RHODEN | GOVERNOR

July 27, 2026

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20500

Through:
Katherine Fox, Acting Regional Administrator
FEMA Region VIl
Denver Federal Center
PO Box 25267
Denver, CO 80225-0267

Dear Mr. President:

Under the provisions of Section 401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. § 5121-5207 (Stafford Act), and implemented
by 44 CFR § 206.36, | request that you declare a major disaster as a result of severe
windstorms, straight-line winds, tornadoes, and flooding that occurred June 28"
through July 3, 2026 for the South Dakota counties of Beadle, Bennett, Buffalo, Day,
Hand, Hughes, Hyde, and Stanley, as well as the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe of the Crow
Creek Indian Reservation that lies within Buffalo, Hughes, and Hyde counties, and the
portion of the Lower Brule Indian Reservation that lies within Stanley County.

The June 28t"-July 3" large-scale weather pattern featured a trough of low pressure
across the western United States. The low started as a closed system, then gradually
weakened and drifted into northeast Canada. Meanwhile, high pressure remained
rooted over the southeast United States. This pattern, featuring an atmospheric flow
from southwest to northeast across the northern plains, allowed for multiple waves of
energy to pass overhead which provided the force necessary for round after round of
thunderstorms.

At the surface, a strong low-pressure system and eastward shifting frontal boundary
was in place June 28™" through the 30", followed by a weaker trough and nearly
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stationary front through July 3. The placement of the surface low pressure and
associated fronts resulted in the necessary moisture and low-level atmospheric lift
needed to focus severe weather over the affected area. This overall pattern brought
multiple rounds of thunderstorms to parts of central and eastern South Dakota. These
storms produced a wide range of severe weather including damaging straight-line
winds, tornadoes, hail, and flooding.

The period began with a line of storms moving from west to east across South Dakota.
The system began as isolated thunderstorms across far western South Dakota during
the afternoon of June 27t but then developed into a line of storms late in the evening
on the 27t persisting into the early morning hours of June 28, This line of storms
brought widespread strong winds to eastern South Dakota. Peak winds of 75 mph in
Aberdeen (Brown County) and 71 mph in Herrick (Gregory County) were recorded.
The high-wind event also resulted in significant localized property damage, including
the destruction of a barn in Charles Mix County and severe structural impacts to a silo
and multiple agricultural outbuildings in Minnehaha County.

The very moist and unstable atmosphere remained in place throughout the day on
June 28" A strengthening surface low-pressure system developed and initiated
severe thunderstorms in Nebraska during the late evening hours on June 28",
producing hail up to the size of baseballs. As the storm moved northeast into southern
South Dakota during the overnight hours, the storm continued to drop hail up to 2.5" in
diameter before producing wind gusts up to 83 mph over Bennett and Todd counties.

As the storm moved through south central South Dakota, it started to show a radar
signature for significant severe winds, with the first report of over 100 mph winds
occurring at 5:48 AM CDT, seven miles to the north-northwest of Joe Creek
Recreation Area in Hughes County. The storm continued to show strengthening winds
on the NWS Aberdeen radar (over 100 mph) as it moved northeast towards Highmore
around 6 AM CDT. Two observation sites reported a peak wind gust of 131 mph from
the storm: four miles east-southeast of Holabird (Hyde County) and one mile west-
northwest of Highmore (Hyde County). This led to significant damage in Hyde and
Hand counties, including the community of Highmore. A media outlet estimated that
over 80-90% of all structures in the city sustained damage, including the local nursing
home’s roof that was significantly damaged resulting in the evacuation of its residents.
Local electrical lines and poles were completely torn apart, leading Hyde County
Emergency Management to issue a mandatory shelter-in-place and travel ban. Some
residents were without power for multiple days. Additionally, over 20 wind turbines at
the Triple H and North Bend wind farms were severely damaged or had towers
completely collapse.

The storm continued to produce wind gusts of 60-87 mph as it moved northeast
across northern Hand and northern Spink counties. The storm then started to exhibit
rotation as it moved through southeastern Brown and western Day counties,
prompting tornado warnings. The storm produced a brief tornado 5.5 miles to the
south-southwest of Andover (Day County). The storm continued to produce wind
damage across northeastern South Dakota before moving into southeastern North




Dakota and northwestern Minnesota around 10 AM CDT. In the end, the storm
traveled over 350 miles from southwest to northeast across South Dakota.

Another round of storms developed along a nearly stationary surface front during the
evening hours of June 29" into the morning of June 30", affecting southeast South
Dakota. Severe hail would be reported in Yankton County before the system
transitioned into a strong wind producer and moved into parts of northwest lowa and
southwest Minnesota.

That same frontal boundary lingered over the region through July 15t. Yet another late-
night line of severe thunderstorms advanced eastward across southern and
southeastern South Dakota, producing widespread severe winds. Many reports of
severe wind gusts were reported with peak observations of 70 mph in Charles Mix
County and 67 mph in Douglas County. These severe winds resulted in localized
property damage across Turner and Minnehaha counties, downing trees in Parker and
causing damage to large tree branches throughout eastern Sioux Falls and Valley
Springs.

Two rounds of thunderstorms developed on July 2. Early morning thunderstorms
remained mostly below severe limits, but a cluster of thunderstorms over north central
South Dakota along the state border as well as a cluster of thunderstorms across
southeast South Dakota would prompt the issuance of severe thunderstorm warnings.

The final round of widespread severe weather under this persistent weather pattern
occurred during the afternoon of July 2" into the early morning of July 3. This final
system was characterized by destructive straight-line winds, multiple tornadoes, and
massive hail. Widespread severe thunderstorm wind gusts were recorded across
central South Dakota, highlighted by an extreme 106-mph gust and a prior 90 mph
gust at the Huron Regional Airport (Beadle County), alongside a 90-mph gust in
Sanborn County. The outbreak also included brief tornadoes in Buffalo, Jerauld,
Beadle and Clark counties, while simultaneously generating destructive hail up to 3
inches in diameter in Buffalo County and 2.75 inches in Brule and Perkins counties.
This combination of severe weather caused extensive damage, including structural
damage to multiple commercial buildings and downed power lines and trees in Huron,
overturned campers and cattle trailers, ruined grain bins and barns, flash flooding over
roads in Stanley County, and widespread crop damage.

Based on the current information, the Storm Prediction Center is classifying the June
29t 2026 storm as a "mini-derecho" because its width did not meet the 100km width
criteria needed for formal derecho classification. The 131-mph recorded peak wind
gust near Highmore is being evaluated for both state and national records. The wind
gust is one of the highest, if not the highest, ever recorded by a reliable instrument in
the state of South Dakota. Additionally, the Storm Prediction Center found that the
131-mph wind gust, should it be officially verified, would likely rank as the 15%
strongest thunderstorm wind gust recorded by an instrument in the United States.
Image 1 shows the Mesonet site that captured the 131-mph wind gust.




Image 1. South Dakota Mesonet site near Highmore that recorded the 131 mph wind gust. Fog and
heavy spray obscured the image but it shows the structure of the storm as it approached the site.

Widespread power outages highlight the critical role of electric cooperatives in storm
response. Over 4,000 customers experienced outages resulting from damage from
these storm systems. Extensive damage occurred to distribution lines, utility poles,
transformers, and other electrical equipment for the following electric cooperatives:
Basin Electric, Dakota Energy, East River Electric, Lacreek Electric, and Oahe
Electric.

Damage to East River Electric Power Cooperative occurred across Beadle, Day,
Hand, Hughes, and Hyde counties. Hyde County suffered the greatest damages with
approximately 110 transmission poles damaged and approximately 1,859 consumers
impacted. Work wasn't completed in Hyde County until July 8", meaning some
residents were without power during extremely hot summer temperatures for over one
week. Across all affected counties, approximately 3,670 East River Electric Power
Cooperative customers were impacted resulting in more than 5,449 customer hours
without service.

Dakota Energy Cooperative serves members consisting primarily of agricultural
producers and farm operations, rural residences, small businesses, and grain handling
operations. The geographic characteristics of their territory require extensive
infrastructure to serve relatively few consumers per mile of line. As a result, restoration
activities involve significant travel distances and increased costs compared to more
densely populated urban utility systems. Damage occurring across large and remote
areas creates substantial operational and financial challenges during emergency
restoration efforts.

The long-term implications to South Dakota’s electric infrastructure are severe and far-
reaching. Across South Dakota, electric infrastructure has been repeatedly weakened
by year-round extreme weather events including severe storms, ice accumulations,
wildfire, high winds, and flooding. South Dakota rural electric cooperatives (RECs) are
private non-profit organizations, which means to cover costs of disaster repairs to their
infrastructure, they are required to either raise their monthly rates or add storm
recovery fees to their service areas because they do not generate revenue otherwise.




Without raising rates or adding fees, the RECs would not be able to repair their storm
damages and would struggle to operate their cooperatives. Furthermore, many of the
areas serviced by RECs in South Dakota are considered frontier, meaning they
contain fewer than six people per square mile, so increasing service fees to address
disaster damages would fall on a significantly small, rural population. The cumulative
effect of multiple extreme events places additional strain on repair and maintenance
efforts, increases the likelihood of prolonged outages, and drives up costs for both
utilities and ratepayers.

The South Dakota Office of Emergency Management coordinated the following State-
level activities:

The South Dakota Bureau of Information and Telecommunications deployed
four staff, a portable tower trailer, generators, cache radios, and other
communications equipment to Hyde County.

The South Dakota Civil Air Patrol provided a fly-over to determine the scope of
the widespread damage and to ensure all citizens were accounted for during
search and rescue operations following the storm.

The South Dakota Department of Corrections provided staff and inmates to
remove storm debris, cut and haul fallen trees, clear city streets and parks, and
transport storm debris to the landfills.

The South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks provided staff and
excavators, skid steers, dump trailers, and multiple chainsaws to assist with
debris cleanup. They also provided staff to assist with traffic control, debris
cleanup, and overnight/after-hours security over a seven-day period.

The South Dakota Highway Patrol provided 15 law enforcement personnel to
assist with traffic control, perimeter security, and responding to medical calls.
The South Dakota Office of Emergency Management disseminated an
Integrated Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS) message to all of Hyde
County for a no travel advisory for the area in and around the town of
Highmore, provided a shelter trailer and sheltering supplies to Hyde County,
provided credentialing equipment, supplies, and technical assistance to Hyde
County for response accountability and tracking, provided a public information
officer from the South Dakota Incident Management Assistance Team to assist
Hyde County with public briefings and information dissemination to the media,
supplied Beadle County with portable radios, provided access to Crisis Track
software at no charge for local entities to easily document damages in
anticipation of preliminary damage assessments, and provided staff to support
response efforts and provide technical assistance.

The South Dakota Department of Transportation provided equipment and over
3,000 personnel hours to assist with traffic control, road closures, and debris
cleanup.

Local emergency managers also worked tirelessly before, during, and after the event.
They closely monitored evolving conditions, reported impacts, and disseminated
critical information to partners and the public.




Fortunately, South Dakota is an extremely proactive state regarding disaster mitigation
activities. Examples of past mitigation activities conducted in the impacted area
include power line burials, home acquisitions, drainage improvements, generator
installations, home relocations, and tornado safe rooms. In the eight affected counties,
over $22.6 million in mitigation projects has been completed since 2005, with over
$7.9 million of that mitigation work being focused on power line burials. Without these
completed mitigation projects, the effects of this disaster would have undoubtedly
been exponentially worse not just in those three counties, but likely in other parts of
the state that also experienced dangerously high winds during this timeframe.

South Dakota has hundreds of townships and small towns that comprise our 66
counties. Many of these townships and small towns have extremely small populations
and are cash strapped even during “blue sky” times due to their limited tax base.
When they suffer damage to public infrastructure during events like this one, their
scarce resources are further stretched thin which makes it even more difficult for them
to provide basic services to their residents. There is a total of 21,786 households in
the eight counties included in this declaration request. Of the impacted population,
approximately 34 percent are aged 65 or older and approximately 33 percent have a
disability. Approximately 7 percent of the population was below the US Census
poverty level in the past 12 months. Considering these vulnerable populations and
lower income, any additional storm repair costs passed onto them would be significant
to their livelihoods.

In response to this severe windstorms, straight-line winds, tornadoes, and flooding
event, and in accordance with 44 CFR 206.36 (c) (1), | have taken appropriate action
under State law and directed the execution of the State Emergency Operations Plan
on July 1%, 2026.

SDOEM has coordinated and continues to coordinate the limited resources available
through the South Dakota Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters (VOAD). The
following lists the SDVOAD resources utilized during this event:

* American Red Cross opened a shelter for two nights in Highmore to aid
affected residents. They provided 1,197 meals. They assessed 95 homes
against their damage assessment rubric. Thirteen American Red Cross
personnel were assigned to this response.

Watermark Mission visited the Hyde County emergency operations center to
locate immediate repair and rebuild needs. The organization hopes to return in
the fall with a mission team to assist with major repairs and rebuilding efforts.

The response to this event was impressive. To date, over 1,000 individuals were
tracked as responding to the incident in Hyde County alone, totaling over 17,000
hours of work. Many of these were volunteers unaffiliated with any formal voluntary
organization. Nearly 200 pieces of equipment were also tracked, totaling over 2,500
equipment hours. Even with this strong volunteer response, volunteers cannot assist




in all aspects of response, and our electrical grid sustained major damage that
required trained, licensed workers to repair and restore power to the affected
communities. We need federal assistance to help pay for those efforts.

On July 8™, 2026, | requested from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) a joint federal, state, and local
preliminary damage assessment of the impacted areas for public assistance damage.
The preliminary damage assessment of public infrastructure for all eight counties was
conducted July 16" through July 23, 2026. The assessment confirmed eight counties
suffered severe impacts to public infrastructure. The details of the Public Assistance
preliminary damage assessment are attached in Enclosure B. Estimated assistance
from other federal agency programs is included in Enclosure C.

Total public assistance damages for the eight counties are estimated to be at
$4,564,928 for a statewide per capita impact of $5.15. The statewide per capita impact
of $5.15 is above the most recent statewide per capita impact indicator of $1.94,
effective October 15t, 2025. Counties incurred damages ranging from $5.30 per capita
in Day County to a devastating $2,230.69 per capita in Hyde County.

The State currently has eight active Presidential disaster declarations and is still
working through the recovery processes with FEMA, which remains engaged with
SDOEM and disaster applicants to document eligible costs and provide
reimbursement for disaster-related expenditures. As you understand, recovery from
disasters continues years after the initial event. The costs associated with this disaster
combined with the eight open declarations increases the State’s financial stress and
further stretches our capabilities if federal assistance is not provided. If South Dakota
can utilize federal funding to aid in covering recovery costs for impacted counties and
electric cooperatives, it will reduce the overall burden on individual taxpayers and
utility customers. Without federal support, electric cooperatives will need to recover
the full cost of electrical damages from these storms by raising rates or adding fees.

The State of South Dakota does have a disaster relief fund that assists with
emergency operation costs and to cover the state cost share of disaster-related
response, recovery, and mitigation activities.

| respectfully request you declare a major disaster for the State of South Dakota as a
result of this severe windstorms, straight-line winds, tornadoes, and flooding event. |
am specifically requesting Public Assistance for the following counties: Beadle,
Bennett, Buffalo, Day, Hand, Hughes, Hyde, and Stanley, as well as the Crow Creek
Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Indian Reservation that lies within Buffalo, Hughes, and
Hyde counties, and the portion of the Lower Brule Indian Reservation that lies within
Stanley County.

On July 24", 2026, | issued an Executive Proclamation declaring a disaster in South
Dakota. Preliminary estimates of the types and amounts of assistance needed under
the Stafford Act are detailed in Enclosures B and C. | certify for this major disaster,




state and local governments and private non-profit organizations will assume the
applicable non-federal share of costs required by the Stafford Act.

| am also requesting the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program statewide. South Dakota
has experienced great success in the past with mitigation. This incident presents us
with another opportunity to mitigate future damages. The State is committed to
mitigation projects which lessen the impacts of future disasters. This is evidenced by
our approved enhanced Statewide Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan which prioritizes
mitigation projects. The enhanced Statewide Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan was
approved on April 17, 2024.

| have designated Tina Titze as the State Coordinating Officer for this request. She will
work with the Federal Emergency Management Agency to provide further information
or justification on my behalf.

Again, Mr. President, | sincerely appreciate your consideration of my request and your
willingness to assist South Dakota’s citizens. The impact of this event will be felt in
these communities well into the future. However, with the availability of federal
assistance, combined with the state, local, and voluntary assistance provided, it will
help individuals, businesses, and government inch closer to recovering from this
disaster.

Sincerely,

Governor of South Dakota

ce: Senator Mike Rounds
Senator John Thune
Representative Dusty Johnson

Enclosures:

OMB No. 1660-0009/FEMA Form 010-0-13

Enclosure B: Public Assistance

Enclosure C: Estimated Assistance from Other Federal Agency Programs
Attachment 1: National Weather Service Wind Gust Reports in South Dakota, June
27%-July 3, 2026




